Dear Mr Davies

I read with interest, the response form entitled “A Review of the Vehicle Inspection Procedures of the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency and Driver and Vehicle Licensing Northern Ireland”. As an enthusiast of classic vehicles and modified classic vehicles (Street Rods) it worries me greatly to read forms such as this, which can pave the way for major changes to regulations which, as a side effect, can have devastating consequences on hobbies such as this.

Street Rodding as a hobby, accounts for several thousand people throughout the UK, with many businesses supplying components and/or engineering services. Although this in the whole scheme of things, is a small number and as such we cannot (in my opinion) expect laws and regulations to be written specifically for us, it would be much appreciated by all involved with Street Rodding, as a pastime or as a livelihood, if some latitude could be extended towards us within these regulations. 

I can fully understand the necessity for such regulations, to prevent illegal or dangerous practises, regarding unsafe or stolen vehicles, or those trying to make a ‘fast buck’ with illegal number plate trading. Street Rods are not such a commodity. Their owners tend to spend large amounts of time money and effort bringing their projects to fruition and are therefore driven, cared for and maintained to levels even classic vehicle owners can not comprehend. Due to this fact, Street Rods are a small burden on Government resources, are statistically very safe modes of transport and have relatively low emission issues due to the common use of late model engines. 

In my opinion, the rules which allow a vehicle to retain its original registration mark are unnecessarily harsh when applied to Street Rods. My suggestion would be that if a vehicle is modified beyond allowable guidelines to retain its original registration mark but retains it original appearance as a historic vehicle, then simple allow the vehicle to keep its registration number but make it NON TRANSFERRABLE. This would remove any motive to retain it for financial gain – which is of little or no consideration within the hobby of Street Rodding.

I am certain that the National Street Rod Association would be happy to work with the DVLA to come up with AND FUND a vehicle test procedure carried out by suitably qualified independent inspectors who could ensure compliance with safety, emission and registration regulations, without burdening existing Vehicle Inspection Centres. I am also certain that those involved in Street Rodding would be happy to pay for such an inspection if it fulfilled their legal obligations and proved their vehicle to be safely engineered.

I hope you will have time to consider my opinions and suggestions, which I feel were more relevantly communicated in a letter than in the response form.
Yours sincerely

Douglas Armstrong

01779 481964

douglas@domeweb.co.uk
