Dear Mr Davies

A Review of the Vehicle Inspection Procedures of the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency and Driver and Vehicle Licensing Northern Ireland

I refer to the consultation document issued on the DVLA website.

Unfortunately due to time constraints I am unable to provide you with a detailed response in the format requested but trust that his rather more generalised response will nevertheless be considered in the consultation process.

My principal area of concern is that any amendments to the existing procedures takes into account the interests of motor hobbyists, like myself, who require vehicles to be registered. 

My interest is in classic cars, modified classic cars including custom cars, and American cars including classics. 

There is a vast number of enthusiasts and specialised businesses involved in these areas. Furthermore, much of the cost of building and maintaining such specialist vehicles involves general businesses within the motor and engineering trades eg components, general materials, tyres, fluids, fasteners, engineering services etc. Accordingly, the wider picture is very much a significant part of the motor and other trades. 

I believe the existing qualifying criteria within the reconstructed classic and radically altered vehicle categories are excessive and unreasonable, particularly when due to the very nature of the vehicle there is no likelihood of meeting SVA requirements without destroying the true essence of the vehicle, if indeed it is possible at all. Continuation of the existing criteria will ultimately lead to no further registrations being possible due to a shortage of suitable components with the attendant effect on enthusiasts, businesses and the public at large as our rich, cultural heritage becomes unsustainable. Also, there is strong case for allowing the fitment of components of different manufacture or reproduction or redesigned / aftermarket items on safety grounds. 

The current system of inspections appears to work acceptably well although there could well be a good case for the ‘user’ being made to pay for inspections. I do not believe there would be significant objection to an approved, privately operated inspection system in the registration process if certain relaxations referred to above were made.

Whilst I appreciate there may well be improvements to be made in certain procedures in pursuit of consumer protection there must be sufficient flexibility within the regime to accommodate the legitimate interests of hobbyists and protect businesses and livelihoods.

Thank you for taking the time to read my submission which I trust has been of assistance.

Yours sincerely

