Linking Vehicle Testing with NSRA insurance.

(By Ian Caldwell)

What could be done is link a safety check to the NSRA insurance and similar modified insurance schemes.. no certificate of road worthiness AND a full mot= no insurance...tighten up on the membership regs (umm i would have to join again) and ensure that Rods can only be insured through NSRA affiliated schemes that are only open to members.. that way hangers on (like me) are forced to join which would

A) bring more revenue through membership to the NSRA,
B) show to outside bodies the seriousness and maturity of the members.
C) place the organisation in a better position to self Police by having control over issue of insurance cover. 

This would obviously entail contact with Insurance agents or a group of who would agree to the sturdy examination conditions, and an agreement throughout the insurance business that only those named companies affiliated to the NSRA could offer insurance to HOT rods.
Now providing the small band of insurance agents didn’t get greedy, the premiums should still remain reasonable.. and given that the vehicles have undergone an MOT test AND an NSRA safety exam they should be safe in the knowledge that for the most part the vehicle is safe ... and all they have to worry about is the driver. 

I don’t believe that for the most part Hot rods in the UK require to undergo an SVA test .. The reason for this is that most of the component parts are from production or previously produced and tested vehicles or are at least of same type and design..

fabricate your own front end however then that’s a non tested non production set up, which, granted after test, could prove to be a bullet proof set up, and once its SVAd I suppose you could start to produce them?? until then though there an unknown quantity..

Registration could be made simple .. and by making things simple protect the consumer.. (which appears to be there goal) Q plates are unnecessary,

If your new rod requires registration, complete a form which could be termed as Hobbiest / modified/ replica vehicle build up report.. or something like that.. 

On this form you can be perfectly honest and not be penalised for your honesty.

you supply all the true details and origins of the parts with any ID numbers etc. 

You tell them what the vehicle type and model is supposed to represent EG Replica 1932 Ford Model B Roadster (glassfibre)reproduction. (yep you have to admit its not for real) 

The DVLA local office would still request an inspection simply as an independent confirmation. They could then issue a Local Vehicle Licence Office Chassis Number that has to be STAMPED in 2 places on the chassis and to prevent willy nilly body swaps, the body could be security wired to the chassis with a lead doo dah ( like your electricity meter) the code on which, is also applied to the log book as Body Number... any tampering of which would render NO MOT to be issued, and a further examination or withdrawal of the Log book.

This way an period style number relevant to the original body style could be issued, BUT the Log book would show "Newly constructed" and the date at which the vehicle was issued its Number would be the date of registration. which in turn would require payment of full road fund licence.. 

That way I think we could all be happy…


