(Please read, copy and paste, use as inspiration, use as toilet paper if you like, but please keep comments to yourself. These are my ramblings whether they are right or wrong, I intend to send it)

Dear Mr Davies

I am writing to you with regard to the consultation document and review of the current Q plate, SVA, VIC etc posted on the DVLA website.

I think we all realise why changes are probably necessary to help combat car crime;

and who would argue against it? But listed below are a number of reasons why I believe this review needs careful examination to achieve all of its intended requirements without disadvantaging and limiting the freedom of law-abiding individuals. 

You might be aware that that an organisation called the NSRA (National Street Rod Association) were not on your consultation list. What ever the reason, this organisation represents a small minority (5000 members) of ‘old car enthusiasts’ whose interests are neither represented by Kit Car Organisations/Clubs or Classic Car organisations/Clubs or any other motoring representatives. Yet any changes to the present rules regarding vehicle registration are without a doubt going to have a large impact on our hobby.

The essence of our hobby is to restore modify and improve old cars with modern components to make these vehicles safer and more enjoyable to drive, yet retaining the look of an old car. These cars are called Street Rods.

The components used are not usually old or remanufactured but sometimes brand new parts specifically manufactured to meet the need of professional and amateur car builders. With availability of newer components it is actually possible to build a new ‘old‘ car, in fact this would be classified as a ‘special’, but is still a Street Rod with some or no original parts used. There is a growing industry here in the UK that is dependent on the Street Rod enthusiast.

The term of ‘ringing cars’ to describe the criminal activities is (and the legislation used to combat it) having a dramatic negative effect regarding vehicle registration, donor vehicles, points for retaining registration document and changes to details on the V5 etc. Our hobby is suffering badly.

Which brings me on to the SVA test. The cars being built and restored in this country represent some of the finest examples you will see in anywhere in the world and the cost involved in restoring and building each of these Street Rods can reach between £20k-£50K. We take our hobby seriously. Yet the SVA test is still not a viable method of legitimately registering a one off special because of the criteria set out in the test regarding daft safety requirements and aesthetics more associated with a modern car design and not in engineering/ mechanical quality which is so often found on amateur and professionally built Street Rods.

Our hobby is a minority hobby at the moment. The individuals/organisations/companies involved in Street Rodding are all law-abiding tax paying people pursuing a legitimate interest.

Please will you take note of responses from the NSRA and what ever changes result from this review are made with the interest of the general public (that’s us by the way) and not allow the criminal to dictate the way we live our lives.

